
To appreciate the importance of FDA 
compliant materials, one must understand 
that even indirect food additives must meet 
FDA standards. Indirect food additives may 
come into contact with food, however they 
are not meant to be added to the food. 
Examples of indirect food additives are 
wrappers, containers, and food processing 
equipment. 

FEDERAL REGULATION
The Federal legislation that covers indirect 
food additives for rubber products is FDA 
Code of Federal Regulation Title 21 (FDA 21 
CFR 177.2600): “Rubber articles intended 
for repeated use may be safely used in 
producing, manufacturing, packing, 
processing, preparing, treating, packaging, 
transporting, or holding food, subject to the 
provisions of this section.” 

DEFINITION
CFR 21 FDA 177.2600 is essentially a list of 
permitted base elastomers and vulcanization 
materials. The materials on this list are used 
in rubber production, and are considered 
safe. For a product to be considered FDA 
compliant, the ingredients must appear on 
this list. Our FDA compliant products are 
manufactured using only FDA ingredients. 
All of our FDA products are tested by an 
independant accredited laboratory.  

GENERAL APPLICATIONS
Our FDA compliant products are ideal for the 
following food grade applications: General 
gaskets, counter tops, non-slip pads, and 
skirting used in food processing. You can also 
find FDA rubber products in butcher shops, 
pharmaceutical processing, commercial 
kitchens, hospitals, food processing plants, 
the cosmetics industry, industrial plants, and 
grocery stores.

FOOD GRADE MATERIALS
American Biltrite carries a wide selection of FDA 
compliant products.

See our products on next page. 
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Ethylene Propylene Diene Monomer 
(EPDM) AB-566

 Excellent resistance to heat, ozone, 
 and weather 
 Good resistance to ordinary diluted acids and alkalis
 Superior resistance to hot and cold water
 Temperature range of -40°F to 250°F
 Color: White
 60 Durometer 

Polychloroprene
(CR Neoprene) AB-266

 One of the earliest synthetic rubbers developed as an
 alternative to natural rubber for moderate oil resistance
 Good resistance to abrasion, a popular choice for 
 industrial applications 
 Moderate resistance to oily and greasy food products
 Color: White
 55 Durometer 

Nitrile
(NBR) AB-366

 Excellent resistance to oil where food items are 
 present, examples are animal fats and vegetable oils
 Dairy 3A certified for milk production
 Good abrasion resistance
 Very good resistance to alkalis and acids
 Color: White
 60 Durometer 

Natural Rubber
(NR) AB-138

 High tensile strength
 Superior abrasion resistance
 Excellent rebound elasticity (snap)
 Good flexibility
 Color: Beige
 40 Durometer

Heat Resistance H M M L 

Oil Resistance  L M H L 

Abrasion Resistance  L M M H 

Tensile Strength  M M M H 

Comparaison Chart Ethylene Propylene Diene Monomer
(EPDM) AB-566

Polychloroprene
(CR Neoprene) AB-266

Nitrile
(NBR) AB-366

Natural Rubber
(NR) AB-138

H - High resistance, M - Medium resistance, L - Lower resistance
General guidelines, please see our technical data sheets on our website for more details on the physical properties of each product

Odorless, tasteless, and non- toxic, 
these rubber products display a natural 
resistance to bacterial growth.


